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To wring the widow from her cuftom’d right, 

And have no other reafon for his wrong, 

But that he was bound by a folemn oath ? 

Sad widows, by thee rifled, weep in vain. 

And ruin’d orphans of thy rapes complain. 

The fca with fpoils his angry bullets ftrow. 

Widows and orphans making as they go. 

Pity, with a parent’s mind. 

This helplefs orphan whom thou leav’ft behind. 

O'rphan. acij. [orphelin , Fr.J Bereft of parents. 

This king left orphan both of father and mother, found 
his effate, when he came to age, fo disjointed even in the 
nobleft and ftrongeft limbs of government, that the name 
of a king was grown odious. Sidney, b. ii. 

O’rphanage. ) n.f. [i orphelinage, Fr. from orphan .] State 

O'rphan ism. J of an orphan. 

Orpi'ment. n.f. [ auripigmentum , Lat. orpiment, orpin, Fr.] 
True and genuine orpiment is a foliaceous foffil, lometimcs 
found in mafles of two or three inches diameter, and one 
ihcb in thicknefs ; but it is oftener met with in fmaller con¬ 
geries of flakes from an eighth of an inch to a third in dia¬ 
meter, lodged in zarnich. See Zarnich. It is of a fine 
and pure texture, remarkably heavy, and its colour is a 
bright and beautiful yellow, like that of gold. It is not 
hard but very tough, cafily bending without breaking : fome 
have declared orpiment to be only mufeovy talk, ftained by acci¬ 
dent. But talk is always elaitick, but orpiment not fo; talk 
alfo remains unaltered in the ftrongeft fire, whereas orpiment 
melts readily, and as readily burns away. Orpiment has 
been fuppofed to contain gold, and is found in mines of 
gold, filver, and copper, and fometimes in the ftrata of marl. 
It is frequent in the Eaft-Indics and the Turkilh dominions, 
the fineft coming from Smyrna. We have it alfo jn Ger¬ 
many and Saxony. The ancients were well acquainted with 
this drug, which they called arfenicon ; and though they 
were utterly unacquainted with the poifonous fubftance called 
arfenick, yet orpiment has been by fome very unjuftly deemed 
a poifon ; but it appears to be an innocent medicine which 
the ancients preferibed internally. The painters arc very 
fond of it as a gold colour. Hills Mat. Med. 

For the golden colour, it may be made by fome fmall mixture 
of orpiment , fuch as they ufc to brafs in the yellow alchymy ; it 
will eafily recover that which the iron lofeth. Bacon. 

Orphanotrophy. n.f. [e’fpavoj and lgo(pn.] An hofpital 
for orphans. 

O'rpine. n.f. [orpin, Fr.] Livcrcrorrofc root, anacampferos, 
Telephum, or Rhodia radis. A plant. It hath a rofe fhaped 
flower, confifting of fcveral leaves placed orbicularly ; out of 
whole many-leaved empalement rifes the pointal, which after¬ 
ward becomes a three-cornered fruit, confifting of one cell, 
which is filled with roundifh feeds : the leaves are placed alter¬ 
nately on the branches. It is a low plant, whofe branches trail 
on the ground ; the leaves arc fmall and roundifh, of a glau¬ 
cous colour, and of a pretty thick confidence. The flewers 
are fmall, and of a whitifh green colour. Miller. 

Cool violets and orpine growing ftill, 

F.mbathed balm and cheerful galingale. Spenfer. 

O'rRI-RY. n.f. An inftrument which by many complicated 
movements reprefents the revolutions of the heavenly bodies. 
It was firft made by Mr. Rowley, a mathematician born at 
Litchfield, and fo named from his patron the earl of Orrciy : 
by one or other of this family almoft every art has been en¬ 
couraged or improved. 

O 'rms. n.f. [oris, Latin.] A plant and flower. 

It hath no leaves to the flower, but confifts of many fta- 
mina arifing from a five-leaved empalement. The pointal 
becomes the feed, which is flat and orbicular, and inclofcd 
in the empalement, which becomes a foliaceous capfulc, in 
which arc included two forts of feeds. Miller. 

The nature of the orris root is almoft Angular; for roots 
that are in any degree fwcct, it is but the fame fweetnefs 
with the wood or leaf; but the orris is not fweet in the leaf; 
neither is the flower any thing fo fweet as the root. Bacon. 

O'rris. n.f [old Fr.] A fort of gold or filver lace. 

Orts. n.f. feldom with a Angular. [This word is derived 
by Skinner from ort, German, the fourth part of any thing ; 
by Mr. Lye more reafonably from or da, Irifli, a fragment. 
In AneloSaxon, w^fignifics the beginning; whence in iome 
provinces odds and ends \ for ords and ends fignify remnants, 
fcattcrcd pieces, refufe; from »rd thus ufed probably came 
*>•/.] Refufe; things left or thrown away. 

He muft be taught, and train’d, and bid go forth ; 

A barren-fpirited fellow, one that feed* 

On abje£t orts and imitations. Shaktfp. Jut. Caf. 

The fractions of her faith, orts of her love, 

The fragments, feraps, the bits, and greafy relique* 

Of her o’er eaten faith, are bound to Diomede. Shaktfp. 

Much good do’t you then ; 

Brave pluih and velvet men, 

Can feed on orts and fafe in your ftage-cloths; 

Dare quit, upon your oaths, 

The ftagers, and the ftage-wrights too. Ben. JubnJtn. 
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O'RTHODOX. adj. [o^o{ and Soxlu ; orthodox , Fr.] Sound 
in opinion and dodtrine ; not heretical. 

Be you perfuaded and fettled in the true proteftant religion 
profefled by the church of England ; which is as found and 
orthodox in the dodtrine thereof, as any Chriftian church in 
the world. Bacon. 

Eternal blifs is not immediately fuperftructed on the molt 
orthodox beliefs ; but as our Saviour faith, if ye know thefe 
things, happy are ye if ye do them ; the doing mult be firft 
fuperftrudted on the knowing or believing, before any hap- 
pinefs can be built on it. Hammond. 

O'rthodoxly. adv. [ from orthodox. ] With foundneis of 
opinion. 

The dodtrine of the church of England, exprefled in the 
thirty-nine articles, is fo foundly and fo orthodoxly fettled as 
cannot be queftioned without extreme danger to the honour 
of our religion. ^ Bacon. 

Orthodoxy, n.f. [ofioStyx ; orthodoxie,Yx. from orthodox.] 
Soundnefs in opinion and dodtrine. 

I do not attempt explaining the myftcrics of the chriftian 
religion, fince Providence intended there fliould be myftcrics 
it cannot be agreeable to piety, orthodoxy, or good lenie, to 
go about it. Swift. 

Orthodromicks. n.f. [fromofft(^and(Eo^@K] The art 
of failing in the ark of feme great circle, which is the fhorteft 
or ftraighteft diftance between any two points on the fur- 
face of the globe. Harris. 

O'rthodromy. n.f. and > orthodromic, is,] 

Sailing in a ftraight courfe. 

ORTHOGON. n.J. [o«$of and yuvix.] A redtangled figure. 

The fquare will make you ready for all manner of com¬ 
partments ; your cylinder for vaulted turrets and round build¬ 
ings ; your orthogon and pyramid, for (harp ftecples. Peach. 

O'rthoconal. adj. [orthogonel, Fr. from orthogon.] Rectan¬ 
gular. 

O'rthographer. n.f. [Jf$cr and y^oKpu.] One who fpelh 
according to the rules of grammar. 

He was wont to fpeak plain, like an honeft man and a 
foldier; and now he is turn’d orthographer , his words are juft 
fo many ftrange dilhes. Shakefpeare. 

Orthographical, n.f [from orthography.] 

1. Rightly fpclled. 

2. Relating to the fpclling. 

I received from him the following letter, which, after 
having redlified fome little orthographical miftakes, I (hall 
make a prefent of to the public. Addifon's Spectator. 

3. Delineated according to the elevation, not the ground-plot. 

In the orthographical fchemes there fliould be a true de¬ 
lineation and die juft dimenfions of each face, and of what 
belongs to it. Mortimer's Hujb. 

Orthoora'phically. adv. [from orthographical.] 

1. According to the rules of fpclling. 

2. According to the elevation. 

ORTHOGRAPHY, n.f. [offro? and^fa'i pu; orthographic,Fx.] 

1. The part of grammar which teaches how words thould be 
fpelled. 

This would render languages much more eafy to be learned, 
as to reading and pronouncing, and efpecially as to the writ¬ 
ing them, which now as they ftand we find to be trouble- 
fome, and it is no fmall part of grammar which treats of 
orthography and right pronunciation. Holder. 

2. The art or practice of fpelling. 

In London they clip their words after one manner about 
the court, another in the city, and a third in the fuburbs; 
all which reduced to writing, would entirely confound ortho¬ 
graphy. Sivif. 

3. The elevation of a building delineated. 

You have the orthography or upright of this ground-plat, 
and the explanation thereof with a fcale of feet and indies. 

Moxon’s Mech. Exer. 

Ortho'pnoea. n.f. [ofiomotot ; ortbopnee , Fr.] A diforder 
of the lungs, in which relpiration can be performed only in 
or upright pofture. 

His aifeafe was an afthma oft turning to an orthopncea ; tbe 
caufe a tranflation of tartarous humours from his joints to 
his lungs. Harvey on Confumptions. 

O'rtive. adj. [ortive, Fr. ortivus, Lat.] Relating to the riling 
of any planet or ftar. 

C/RTOLAN. n.f. [French.] A fmall bird accounted very de¬ 
licious. 

Nor ortolans nor godwits. Cowley. 

O'rval. n.f. [orvale, Fr. orvala, Lat.] The herb clan'. Did. 

Orvie'tan. n. f. [orvietano, Italian ; fo called from a moun¬ 
tebank at Orvieto in Italy.] An antidote or counter poifon; 
a medicinal compofition or cledtuary, good againft 

Oscheo'cele. n.f. [oexiov and nri An.] A kind, of hernia when 
the inteftines break into the fr return. . * 

Oscilla'tion. n. f. [ofcillum, Latin.] The act of mowng 
backward and forward like a pendulum. 

Osci'llatory. adj. [ofcillum , Lat.] Moving backwards an 
forwards like a pendulum. 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Languc 


o s T 

The a&ions upon the folids are ftimulating or increafing 
their vibrations, or ofcillatory motions. Arbuthnot. 

Osci'tancy. n.f. [ofeitantia, Lat.] 

The adt of yawning. 

2. Unufual fleepinefs; carelcflheis. 

If perfons of fo circumfpect a piety, have been thus over¬ 
taken, what fecurity can there be for our wrecklcfs ofeifancy ? 

Government of the Tongue. 
It might proceed from the ofcitancy of tranfcribers, who, 
to difpatch their work the fooncr, ufed to write all numbers 
in cyphers. Addifon's Spedator, N°. 470. 

Osci'tant. adj. [ofeitans, Latin.] 
j. Yawning; unufoalJy fleepy. 

2. Sleepy; ftuggilh. 

Our ofeitant lazy piety gave vacancy for them, and they 
will now lend none back again for more active duty. 

Decay of Piety. 

Oscita'tio*. n.f. [ofeito, Lat.] The adt of yawning. 

I (hall defer confidering this fubjedt till I come to my trea- 
tifeof ojeitation , laughter, and ridicule. Tatler , NL 63. 

O'sier. n.f. [offer, French.] A tree of the willow kind, grow¬ 
ing by the water, of which the twigs are ufed for baiket- 
work. 

The rank of offers, by the murmuring ftream. 

Left on your right hand, brings you to the place. Shak. 

Ere the fun advance his burning eye, 

I muft fill up this offer cage of ours 

With baleful weeds and precious juiced flowers. Shakefp. 

Bring them for food fweet boughs and offers cut. 

Nor all the winter long thy hay rick fhut. May's Virg. 

Like her no nymph can willing offers bend. 

In bafket-works, which painted ftreaks commend. Dryd. 
Along the marlhes fpread. 

We made the after fringed bank our bed. Po. Odyff. 

O'smund. n.f. A plant. It is fometimes ufed in medicine. 

It grows upon bogs in divers parts of England. Miller. 
O'sPRAY. n.f [corrupted from offifraga, Latin.] The fea- 
cagle, of which it is reported, that when he hovers in the 
air, all the filh in the water turn up their bellies, and lie 
ftill for him to feize which he pleales. Hanmer. 

I think he’ll be to Rome 
As is the ofpray to the filh who takes it. 

By fovereignty of nature. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

Among the fowls ftiall not be eaten, the eagle, the oflifrage, 
and the ofpray. Numbers xi. ri. 

O’SSL LET. n. f. [ French. ] A little hard fubftance arifing 
on the infide of a horfe’s knee, among the fmall bones; it 
grows out of a gummy fubftance which faftens thofe bones 
together. Farrier's Did. 

Ossicle, n f [officulum, Latin.] A fmall bone. 

There are three very little bones in the car, upon whofe 
right conftitution depends the due tenfion of the tympanum ; 
and if the adtion of one little mufclc, which ferves to draw 
one of thefe officles, fixt to the tympanum, be loft or abated, 
the tenfion of that membrane ccafing, found is hindred from 
coming into the ear. Holder on Speech. 

O'ssifick. adj. [offa and facia, Lat.] Having the power of 
making bones, or changing carncous or membranous to 
bony fubftance. 

It the caries be fuperficial, and the bone firm, you may 
by medicaments confume the moifturc in the caries, dry the 
bone, and dilpofc it, by virtue of its offifick faculty, to thruft 
out a callus, and make feparation of its caries. Wifeman. 
Ossifica'tion. n. f [ from offify. ] Change of carneous, 
membranous, or cartilaginous, into bony fubftance. 

0 ff cations or indurations of the artery, appear fo con- 
ltantly m the beginnings of aneurifms, that it is not eafy to 
judge whether they are the caufe or the efTed of them. Sharp , 
Ussi'fr ag e. «. f [offifraga , Lat. offifrague, Fr.] A kind of eagle, 
whofe fleih is forbid under the name of gryphon. The offi¬ 
fraga ox ofpray, is thus called, becaufe it breaks the bones 
ot animals in order to come at the marrow. It is faid to 
mg up bodies in church-yards, and eat what it finds in the 
bones, which has been the occafion that the Latins called 
it avis bujlaria. Calmet 

Among the fowls ihall not be eaten the eagle and the 
* *fage, and the ofpray. AW. xi. 13. 
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O'sTENT. n.f. [aflcntum, Latin.] 

1. Appearance; air; manner; mien. 

Ufe all th’ obfervance of civility. 


Shakefp, 


Dryden, 


To 


o Ossify, v. a. [offa and/W] To change to bone. 

he dilated aorta every where in the neighbourhood of 
the cyft ,s generally offifyed. Sharp's Surgery 

° SS1 .I° R ° us - ad i- [°JJ“ and w«.] Devouring bones. 7 
fJ r M ° rC L 0f , thl i £ ui1 ^ is not in a11 features alike an- 
werabJe to the body or ftomach : as in the fox, which feeds 
on bones, and fwallows whole, or with little chewing; 
■mu next a dog and other 0 jf tV0r0us quadrupeds , it is v • 

O' ° Derham's Pljy/ico-T^heol 

where*th h/ A charnel houfr; a place 

Ost er j k° nes dead people are kept. Did. 

Oust. $*•/ A veftel upon which hops or malt are dried. Did. 
tokening 6 ' O fl cndo i Lat.] Showing; be- 


Like one well ftudied in a lad oftent. 

To pleafe his grandam. Shakefp. Merch. of Ven. 

Show ; token. Thefe fenfes are peculiar to Shakefpeare. 

Be merry, and employ your chiefeft thoughts 
To courtfhip, and fuch fair ojlcnts of love 
As lhall conveniently become you there. 

3. A portent; a prodigy ; any thing ominous. 

Latinus, frighted with this dire ojlent. 

For counfel to his father Faunus went; 

And fought the fhades renown’d for prophecy. 

Which near Albunia’s fulph’rous fountain lie. 
Ostinta'tjon. n.f. [ojlentation, Fr. ojlenlatio , Lat.] 

1. Outward fhow ; appearance. 

If thefe fliows be not outward, which of you 
But is four Volfrians ? — 

— March on my fellows ; 

Make good this ojlentation, and you lhall 
Divide in all with us. Shakefp. Coriolanus, 

You are come 

A market-maid to Rome, and have prevented 

The ojlentation of our love. Shakefpeare. 

2. Ambitious difplay; boaft; vain fhow. This is the ufual 
fenfe. 

If all thefe fecret fprings of detraction fail, yet a vain 
ojlentation of wit fets a man on attacking an eftablilhed 
name, and facrificing it to the mirth and laughter of thole 
about him. Addifon's Spedator, N8. 256. 

He knew that good and bountiful minds were fometimes 
inclined to ojlentation , and ready to cover it with pretence 
of inciting others by their example, and therefore checks 
this vanity: Take heed, fays he, that you do not your alms 
before men, to be feen. Atterbury, 

3. A Ihow; a fpe&acle. Not in ufe. 

The king would have me prefent the princefs with fome 
delightful ojlentation, Ihow, pageant, antick, or firework. 

Shakefpeare's Love's Lab. Ltfl. 

OSTENTA'TIOUS. adj. [ojlento, Latin.] Boaftful ; vain; 
fond of Ihow ; fond to expofe to view. 

Your modefty is fo far from being ojlentatious of tbe good 
you do, that it blulhcs even to have it known; and therefore 
I muft leave you to the fatisfaClion of your own confidence, 
which, though a filent panegyrick, is yet the heft. Dryden. 

They let Ulyfles into his difpofition, and he feems to be 
ignorant, credulous, and ojlentatious. Broome on the Odyff. 

Ostenta'tiously. adv. [from ojlentatious.] Vainly; boaft- 
fully. 

Ostenta'tiousness. n.J. [from ojlentatious.] Vanity; boaft- 
fulnefs. 

Ostenta'tour. n.f. [oJlentatcur,Yx. ojlento, Lat.] A boafter ; 
a vain fetter to Ihow. 

Osteo colla. n. f [Sno’j and noXXoLo ; ojleocolle, Fr.] OJleocolla 
is frequent in Germany, and has long been famous for bring¬ 
ing on a callus in fraClurcd bones; but the prefent practice 
with us takes no notice of it. Hill's Mat. Med. 

OJleocolla is a fpar, generally coarfe, concreteJ with earthy 
or ftony matter, precipitated by water, and incrufted upon 
flicks, ftones, and other like bodies. IVoodward. 

Osteo'cope. n.f [orcov and xoVlw; ojleocope, Fr.] Pains in 
the bones, or rather in the nerves and membranes that en- 
compaf* them. Did. 

Oste'ology. n. f [oftov and At'j'u; oJlcologic,Yx.] A deferip- 
tion of the bones. 

Richard Farloc, well known for his acutenefs in difleClion 
of dead bodies, and his great ftill in ojleology , has now laid 
by that pradice. Tatler, N". 62. 

Osti ary. n.f [ojlium, Lat.] The opening at which a ri- 
ever difembogues itfelf. 

It is generally received, that the Nilus hath feven ojliaries , 
that is, by feven channels difburtheneth itfelf unto the fea. 

• Brown's Vulgar Err ours, b. vi. 

O'stler. n.f [ hojlelier, French.] The man who takes care 
of horfes at an inn. 

The frnith, the ojller, and the boot-catcher, ought to par- 
* ake - Swift’s Dired. to the Groom. 

Ostler y. n.f [hojlelerie, French.] The place bclonine to 
the oftler. “ fa 

OSTRACISM, n.f [offaxur/x or; ojlracifme, Fr.] A manner of 
pairing fentence, in which the note of acquital or condem¬ 
nation was marked upon a fhell which the voter threw 
into a veil'd. Baniihment ; publick cenfure. 

Virtue in courtiers hearts 
Suffers an ojlracifm, and departs; 

Profit, eafe, fitnefs, plenty, bid it go. 

But whither, only knowing you, I know. Donne 

Publick envy is as an ojlracifm, that eclipfeth men when 
they grow too great; and therefore it is a bridle to keep 
them within bounds. Bacon's Effays, N«. 9. 

Hyperbolus by fuffering did traduce 
The ojlracifm, and iham’d it out of ufe. Cleaveland 

This 
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